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many biochemical tests. Therefore, extensive biochemical testing is required
to accurately identify these organisms (Hooper and Sebesteny, 1974, Lentsch
and Wagner, 1980; Simpson and Simmons, 1980, Ackerman and Fox, 1981;
Kunstyr and Hartman, 1983, Carter, 1984; Wullenweber-Schmidt et al.,
1988).

Control

Since this agent is usually an opportunist, control of important primary
pathogens and other factors that compromise host defenses may be more
important than efforts to control P. pneumotropica infection. Cesarean
derivation and maintenance m a gnotobiotic isolator may be necessary to
exclude the organism completely. Antibiotic therapy has been attempted in
a few instances (Gray and Campbell, 1953; Moore and Aldred, 1978), but it
has limited value

Interference with Research

Lesions due to P. pneumotropica in the skin and adnexal tissues can
interfere with research involving those organs

Mouse Papule Virus

Significance
Very low

Perspective

Knowledge of this agent is limited to a single report in which a group of
mice with skin lesions resembling those of mousepox was described (Kraft
and Moore, 1961).

Agent

The agent is an unclassified virus It is ether sensitive and heat labile
and can pass through a filter of 450 nm pore size. Inclusions found in skin
lesions were considered suggestive of poxvirus etiology. Sera from infected
animals were negative by the hemagglutmation test for antibodies to vaccinia
virus No isolates of the agent are available for further study (L M. Kraft,
Moffett Field, Calif, personal communication, 1985).